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It’s Christmas Time ...

The Management Committee & Staff of Fin WA want to acknowledge the diffi-
cult time that Christmas is for families who have children in ‘out of home care’.

We hope you can find some restful peace during this time. Our thoughts are

with you.

Season’s Greetings to you all.

Welcome ..

Welcome to our third
edition of “Finformation”.

Our AGM was held in Oc-
tober and subsequently we
have had a change in com-
mittee members. We say
farewell to Lynn Easterling
who will be concentrating
on her PhD studies and
Celine Harrison who s
retiring after dedicating
the last 30 years to the
human service field; Celine
has been a significant influ-
ence in promoting
changes to the better in-
clusion of pregnant moth-
ers in the child protection

process.

Thank you Lynn and Ce-
line for your commitment,
insight and wisdom into
the early work of Fin WA,

We welcome to commit-

tee Allison Leonard as our
treasurer. Allison is a the
Executive Manager of Fi-
nances at Anglicare WA
and we are grateful for her
willingness to join us.

This year has been signifi-
cant in terms of the num-
bers of families we have
assisted in achieving better
outcomes for them and
their children. Our rela-
tionship with the depart-
ment has also been en-
hanced with many and var-
ied invitations to speak
with different departmental
teams and district confer-
ences. All occasions pro-
vided a great opportunity
for advancing the voice of

parents.

Of particular significance in
recent months was the in-

corporation of FIN Austra-
lia.  Fin branches from
across the nation have
been meeting via telecon-
ference for many years and
during this year we under-
went a consultation proc-
ess to become a united
voice. Fortunately we
were able reach common
objectives in forming a
united FIN which will pro-
vide a national voice for
parents and families in the
child protection system.
Our own chair, John Ber-
ger was elected chair of
the FIN A committee and
Karen Crossley is WA'’s
parent representative.
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Workshops in 2012
to help parents
learn more about
DCP and legal

processes

Information Sessions for 2012

Over the past few years
we have been running
information and sup-
port sessions 3 times per
month, in Joondalup,
Perth and Rockingham.

For those who have at-
tended they have
found the sessions to be
helpful and informative.
However we continu-
ally have parents tell us
that aftending such
sessions and hearing
other families stories is
very disheartening and
difficult.

In partnership with the
Women's Law Centre

oping  workshops in
place of the regular
monthly sessions. These

will be held 1 evening
per week for 3 or 4
weeks for 2 hours each.
The sessions will provide
information about the
court processes and
DCP processes. Topics
will include ‘what does
a time limited order
mean?¢’ how to respond
to an affidavit’, ‘how to
prepare for court or a
care plan or a signs of
safety meeting’, ‘what
are my rightse’ and
‘how can | get DCP to
listen to me?’

The workshops are
schedule to begin in
March and we hope
they will occur at least
once per term.

At this stage the work-
shops are designed for
parents and family
members. If the interest
from service providers is
evident we may con-
sider developing some-
thing similar at a later
date.

If you would like further
information  regarding
the workshops please
contact the Fin WA of-
fice on 9227 5818.

we have been devel-

Practitioners Forum

The Practitioners Forum
continues to be well
attended by a range
of  non-government
and government or-

The Practitioners
The issue of how we

come to different as-
sessments and how to
‘bridge’ the differ-
ences was raised as

Again this was a very
rich and comprehen-
sive  discussion  fo-
cused on being mind-
ful of the ‘lenses’ we

Forum has

provided a

valuable space

where ganizations  working  particularly  problem-  use and how this af-

- with  families involved atic.  We then fol- fects our working rela-
Practitioners ith DCP . . . . .

wi : lowed this up in De-  tionship with other ser-

involved in Child The session in October cember and had vice providers. The

Protection can was very well received small group discus-  importance of supervi-

when we had Helen sions focused on sion and self care was

come together McMahon speak about ‘Working in collabora-  highlighted as a ne-

and share best ‘assessment’. It raised tion and partnership’  cessity to manage the
. many questions regard- with particular focus  high levels of anxiety

practice. ing how we collabo- on assessment. that can be created

rate and work in part- by difficult relation-

nership when we have ships  with  other

different  understand-
ings of what an assess-
ment means, how if is
conducted and how
decisions are reached.

J:‘ \ dp \Vorkers.
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e Recently there has been a
lot of discussion between Fin
WA and DCP regarding the
issue of parents and carers
getting to know each other.
The significance of this is that
if parents know carers and
vice versa then there is a
greater opportunity for a
positive regard to develop
which will benefit the child.
This is a new way of thinking
and practicing for the de-
parftment and it will take
some fime before we see
practice that encourages a

Snippets ...

parent-carer relationship; how-
ever the dialogue has begun!

In partnership with the Depart-
ment of Communities we are
developing parenting pro-
grammes especially for parents
who do not have their children
in their care. This is seen as really
important because parents are
often expected fto attend par-
entfing courses with parents not
involved with DCP. It can be
quite shameful for a parent to
have ftfo participate in such
courses when others haven't
experienced the challenges of
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DCP as well as how to relate
new techniques in managing

behaviour when you don't
have your children in your
care.

e Leadership WA has again
come to our assistance and
offered Fin WA the services
of a consultant for us to re-
view our strategic plan and
membership.

We look forward in 2012 to de-
veloping these and other pro-
jects.

Getting to know us ...

My name is Gail Crockett
and | have been a support
and advocacy worker at Fin
WA for the last 3 years. |
have a Bachelor of Educa-
fion in psychology and edu-
cation. In my twenties |
taught in both Primary and
Secondary schools in NZ.  Af-
ter raising 3 children | be-
came involved in Barnardos
community work, followed by
15 years as a social worker
recruiting, assessing, fraining
and supporting Foster Par-
ents. After 2 years working as
a Pastoral Care Coordinator
at a large Anglican church
my husband and | moved to
Australia to be with our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

During my years working in
the fostering field | became
acutely aware of the impor-
tance of children having
regular quality fime with their
parents and extended family.
It was part of my role to en-
sure that Foster Parents were
aware of the research which

indicated much better out-
comes for children when they
were able to be returned
home to their families, if this
was not possible then it was
essential for the children to
have regular contact and
close links with their birth fami-
lies. This was often difficult for
foster parents to accept ini-
fially as they wanted to inte-
grate their foster children into
their own families. | promoted
the inclusion of birth families in
children’s lives at every oppor-
tunity as | felt it was very impor-
tant that foster parents were
prepared and wiling to be a
part of this process.

When | arrived in Perth | was
excited when | read about the
new role of Fin WA support
worker which was to be ap-
pointed, so | applied for the
position. | was enthusiastic
about advocating for families
who needed support in gain-
ing better contact or reunifico-
tion with their children. The le-
gal system and the ways child-

dren are taken into care differ
greatly from what | was used
fo in NZ. However, | feel that
my experience has assisted
me a great deal in working in
this field.

Sometimes the work is very
challenging and demanding,
but there have been some
really encouraging results
along the way and | am feel-
ing optfimistic about the role
Fin WA workers can play in the
future. | have enjoyed being
part of a great feam where
everyone is passionate about
the work we do. We are well
supported and provided with
training and supervision.




Dear Santa

T was hoping you could spread my list over several Christmases cause I
reckon it will probably be too hard to do again.

T've been a pretty good mum this year.

I have done everything I've been told.

I haven't hurt anyone - even though I have really wanted to.

T've fed, cleaned and cuddled my children when I can see them.

T've always been there for visits and I've not complained when my children
don't turn up.

Here are my Christmas wishes:

I'd really like to see my children regularly.

I'd really like to know more about what is happening with my children.

I'd like to know what I have to do to get my children back.

I'd like it if it could be a complete list that cannot be added too.

I'd like to know if my children are moved.

I'd like to know if my children are sick.

I'd like to know if my children get hurt.

I'd like their school reports, and maybe even a picture they have drawn at
school.

I'd really like a photol!

And if you are pulling out the big guns this year: I'd really like to be able to
call someone who can support me to achieve these things and talk to the case-
workers please.

P.S. One more thing - you can cancel all my requests over the
years if this works and my children come home - I will never ask
for anything again!

Family Inclusion Network of WA

PO Box 8245, Perth, WA 6849 The Family Inclusion Network of WA (Fin WA)

44 Edward St, Perth, WA 6000 will be closed between Christmas and New Year.
The office will re-open on Tuesday 3rd January

Phone: 08 9227 5818 2012.

Fax: 08 9228 9185

E-mail: info@finwa.org.au We wish you all a safe holiday time.

Web: www.finwa.org.au



